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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 





Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 am. on Thursday, 

the 2ist April 1904, based on the India Daily. Weather Reports 
of the period. 

The weather over India during the week under review has been generally similar 


- to that experienced last week, except that the distuibed conditions both in the north-west 
and north-east have been less general and less intense. ) 


“" , ‘ 

There has been actually or practically no rain during the week ending on the 21st over 
the greater part of the North-West Dry Area, the Gangetic Plain, the Satpuras, the Central 
India-Plateau, Gujarat and the Peninsula, except the extreme south. On the other hand, 
showérs have been of daily occurrence over burma, Bengal, Assam and the East Sub- 
Himalayas. The showers were light and scattered over the greater part of these divisions, 


. but were moderately heavy and moderately general over Assam. he principal amounts 
’ during the week were 1 1°65” at Cherra Poonjee, 3°27" at Silchar and 2°28” at Sibsagar on the 


‘4 


15th ; 12°36” at Cherra Poonjee, 1°63” at Sibsagar, 1° 4” at Tezpur and 141” at Silchar on 
the 16th ; 13°55” at Cherra Poonjce and 2°80” at Silchar on the 17th ; 2‘10” at Silchar on the 
18th ; 3°05” at Cherra Poonjee and 109” at Silchar on the 19th; 1°09” at Dinajpur, 0°83” 
at Toungoo and o'81” at Dhubri on the 2oth ; and 1°33” at Mymensingh on the 21st. 


On and near the North-West Himalayas there were scattered’ showers on all days of 


>, the week, except the t7th, 18th and 19th. The rainfall amounts were not heavy, generally 
% varying from a few cents to about half an inch, and the showers were general only on the 15th. 
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In South India light to heavy showers occurred on the 15th, and very light showers on 
the retnaining days. 

‘The rainfall table shows that effective rain was received during the week over the coast 
and wet divisions of Burma, the Delta of Bengal, the Brahmaputra Valley and the Dinajpur, 
Simla, Calicut and Madura sub-divisions, the average actual rainfall tanging from 7°74" in 
the-Brahmaputra Valley to 011” in the coast division of Burma. The week's raintal was 
in very large excess in the Brahmaputra Valley division and in considerable excess in 
Narayanganj sub-division. : ron , 
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' re GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, 
16th April 1904. 


Madras,.—There was no rain in the Carnatic during the week, but light to fair rain 
occurred elsewhere. Irrigation supplies are insufficient in parts of the Deccan, South Salem 
and South Canara. Ploughing, sowing and transplanting are in progress in parts. The 
Standing crops are generally fair, Harvests continue in parts with fairoutturn. Pasture 
is scanty in parts. of the Circars, the Deccan and South Canara, The condition of cattle 
is good, Prices are almost stationary. rs 


Bombay.—There was very slight rain during the week in parts of Dharwarand Canara. 
The standing crops have been damaged by locusts in parts of Ratnagiri, Ahmednagar, 
Poona, Satara and Belgaum ; by blight in parts of Thar and Parkar and Dharwar, and are 
generally in good condition elsewhere. The harvesting of spring crops is nearly complet- 
ed in Ahmedabad, and is in progress in parts of Sindh, the Panch Mahals, Kaira, Thana, 
Khandesh, Nasik, the Carnatic and Wadhwan, and has commenced in parts of Ratnagiri, 
Threshing continues in parts of Larkana, the Panch Mahals, Broach, Surat, Nasik and 
Ahmednagar. Cotton has been damaged by locusts and blight in parts of Dharwar, is in fair 
condition in Ahmedabad, the Panch Mahals ; and in good condition in Kaira, Broach, Surat, 
Bijapur, Belgaum and Baroda, Picking continues in parts of Gujarat, the Carnatic and 
Baroda. Preparation of lands for next season continues in parts of Karachi, Larkana, the 
» Upper Sindh Frontier, Surat, Broach, the Deccan, the Carnatic, Konkan, Rajkot, Wadhwan 
and Baroda. The fodder-supply is sufficient. Agricultural stock and water-supply are 
* generally sufficient. Prices’ have fallen in four districts ; risen in three districts ; and are 
stationary elsewhere. 


Pil Bengal.—Rain is reported from all the districts in the Province, except Bankura, 

Howrah, Bogra, Puri, Hazaribagh, Ranchi, Singhbhum, and the districts of the Patna 

t Division, The fall was heavy in South and East Bengal, elsewhere it was light. More 
rain is needed in Burdwan, Rajshahi, Pubna, Purnea and Malda. Cultivation of land, sowing 
of paddy and jute, and planting of sugarcane are in progress. Prospects are generally good. 
‘Scarcity of fodder and water is reported from parts of Burdwan, Bankura, Malda and the 
"Sonthal Parganas. Fodder is also reported to be insufficient in parts of Murshidabad and 
there is scarcity of water in the district of Palamau. The price of common rice has risen 

in ten districts ; has fallen in ten and is stationary in the remainder. 
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United Provinces.—Light rain has fallen in five districts. The harvesting of spring 
crops is nearly finished and threshing and winnowing are in active progress. Indigo has been 
sown in places. The irrigation of sugarcane and extra crops continue. A slight scarcity of 
grass is reported in Cawnpore. Supplies are sufficient and prices are fluctuating. 


Punjab.—Slight rain has fallen in parts of Umballa and Rawalpindi. The price of 
wheat is falling in Jullundur, Ferozepore, Lahore, Shahpur, Rawalpindi and Mooltan. 
The'prices of other food-grains are fluctuating. Sowings of extra spring and autumn crops 

eontinue in most districts. Harvesting and threshing of spring crops are in progress. ” 
Reapings are almost over in Delhi. Sowing of extra spring crops is finished in Shahpur. The 
condition and prospects of the spring crops are reported good in all districts, except Delhi. 

. The outturn of all spring crops in Delhi and of unirrigated crops in Hissar is reported ‘ 

® below average. Crops have been somewhat damaged by hailstorms in parts of Sialkot. 

The wheat crop has been slightly damaged by wind and excessive rains in parts of Mian- 

wali. The gram crop has also been damaged by insects in parts of Mooltan. Locusts 


by af 
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7 Repose in parts of Ferozepore, but passed over without damaging the standing crops. 


a le are generally in good condition throughout the Province. Fodder is sufficient in ally 
districts, except in parts of Delhi. q 
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_ North-West Frontier Province.—There was no rain during the week. The prospects 
of the crops are generally excellent. Sowings of extra spring crops are in progress, The 
stock of food-grains and fodder is ample. Prices are low and stationary. 





Burma.—During the week slight rain fell almost throughout Upper Burma and in parts 
of Lower Burma. Reaping of dry weather paddy has commenced in Sagaing and continues 
in three other districts, Clearing on hill sides has begun in Bhamo and Katha, Reapingof | 
miscellaneous crops is approaching completion. Ploughing for early sesamum is advancing: br 
With the exception of peas which the recent rain has damaged in Lower Chindwin, the au 
standing crops are doing well. The price of paddy’has fallen largely in Yamethin, and 
slightly at three other centres ; elsewhere it is stationary. 
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Central Provinces.—The weather has been clear and hot, the nights and mornings 
are cool. The harvesting of winter crops is nearing completion and threshing and win- 


nowing operations are in progress. The outturns.on the whole are good. The prepara ey | 
tion of land for autumn sowings is generally in progress. Prices have fallen slightly in if 4 
the Jubbulpore, Nimar and Wun districts, but show a tendency to rise in the Betul, Basim ered 
and»Ellichpur districts. The rise in the price of grain and jwar in Betul is most marked. i 

Assam .—There was rain throughout the Province during the week. It was very heavy ie 4 
in the Surma Valley causing some damage to crops and preventing ploughing and sowing. . | 
In Sylhet ploughing for and sowing of rice and jute and plucking of tea are in progress, 


Sugarcane pressing is nearly finished and the outturn is fair. Prospects of tea are fair to 
good. Fodder is insufficient in places. Prices—common rice—Sylket 18; Dhubri, Gauhati 
and Tezpur 16 ; Silchar, Nowgong and Sibsagar 14; and Dibrugarh 15 seers per rupee, : 





Mysore.—There was good rain in Mysore and Hassan during the week. Prices are 3 
steady. The standing crops are in good condition. The prospects of the season are good. 
Cattle are healthy, except in parts of Chitaldroog. Water and fodder are available. Be 


Coorg.— Prices of food-grains are normal, Water and fodder are sufficient. ‘ 


' Hyterabad.—Rainfall six cents. The spring harvest is generally over. Late rice is 
good “and the harvest is in progress, Lands are being prepared for autumn sowings, 
Prices—wheat 14, rice 11}, and juay 30} seers per hadi rupee. 


Rajputana,—Agricultural operations are satisfactory. The condition of the standing 
crops and of cattle is good. Fodder is sufficient. Prices are favourable. 


Central India—There was no rain during the week. Agricultural operations are in 
progress everywhere. The crops have been damaged in parts of Bhopal, and are in fair 
to good condition elsewhere. Agricultural stock and pasturage are generally fair to good» 
but pasturage is indifferent in parts of Gwalior. Prices are normal in Gwalior, Indore, 
Bhopal and Baghelkhand ; steady in Malwa and Bhopawar ; are falling in other parts; and 
are above normal in the rest of Bundelkhand, Opium is bad in the Bhilsa pargana of 
Gwalior, and good to indifferent elsewhere in the State. The crop is good in Indore and 
fair in Bhopal. Extraction has been completed in Bhopawar. 


Kashmir.—The weather is generally bright and pleasant. Prices are stationary, 


Jammu.—There was slight rain during the week, Prices are fluctuating, Wheat 
pws _ sells from 14 to 22 and maize from 20 to 32 seers per rupee. The condition of the standing 
; ‘ crops is good, Fodder is sufficient. Land is being prepared for autumn sowings, 








he Nepal.—Rainfall 0°35 inch. The weather has been somewhat cloudy and cool. 
Sowing of Indian-corn and upland rice has commenced. The , price of rice is 54 seers for 


the rupee, 


J.. WILSON, 
Secretary to the Government of India 
“Ga 
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Customs Circular No, VII of 1904, 
! irae * 





f Ordered, that the circular be published for general information in the Supplement to 

the Gasette of India. ’ : 

: E, N.. BAKER, 

Secretary to the Government of Indias 
/ 


~ Customs Circular No. VII of 1904, 








The Government of India have been pleased to decide that, in the case of sugar imported 
into India from Java, the apr certificate of the production of the sugar, prescribed by 
© Customs Circular No. XXIII of 1903, may be dispensed with, and that certifigates of 
origin may be accepted either (7) in the Form G appended to the Notification* by 
pe * Circular Nos XII of 1902. the Government of India in the Finance and 
eh f Commerce Department, No. 4439-S.R., dated 
14th August 1902, or (2) in the form appended to this circular. 
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3 ee NETHERLANDS INDIA. oe 
MODEL CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN. pace 
(Prescribed by Order No, 2086 of the Director of Finance of 4th February 1904.) 


Controller, 
The ——— Ist class, sei Official 














s 3 Acting Receiver, wt 
‘of the Customs and Excise Department at} (2) hereby declares that in the 
“7 () Nake eee Fe ee ieee Eos (4 OY ..y Master, at present lying in the 
roads of (¢) .» has been loaded (/).....- packed in (g) 
womowommnnaand marked (g) ch sugar has been produced in Java and is 
£06) eins creme Tiel RS i") 





ieee for export to (A).... 
ificate is valid for (J)) .--.o-.osscssssiesnsuateensenense 








(yg) Namber;-sort and marks of ean 
(A) Country of destination. 
2 Name and address of consignee in India, 


"icp mat ot exces on en rca oe y the i : 
period must not exceed one ‘exclusive time aa 
j - been in entrepot). — f 

ne (4) Place and date of issue. 


(4) Signature and official seal of official. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 4 


A SuPPLEMENT to the Gazerre or INDIA will be published from time to time, containing such Official Papers and 
information as the of India may deem to be of interest to the Public, and such as may usefully be made 
known, The Debates of the Legislative Council of His Rxcellency the Governor General will in future be lished in 
Part VI of the Gazerre. 


Non-Subscribers to the GazetTre may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on a payment of five Rupees per annum if 
delivered in Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The Surpuement and Part VI of the Gazerre can also be - 
ibed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if,sent by Post, 
No Official Orders or Notifications, the publication of which in the Gazerre oF Iota is required by Law, or which 
it has been customary to ish in the Ca.cutta Gazerre, will be included in the Supe.emenr. For such Orders and 
Notifications the body of the Gazerre must be looked to. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT, | / 


LADAKH TRADE REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 318T MARCH 1903. 


1. The local trade between Chang Tang and Baltistan referred to in paragraph 9 of last 
year’s report has, in accordance with the Resident’s suggestions, been embodied in these 
returns, 

2. The total value of “ Imports” and “ Exports” for the year 1902-1903 amounted to 
R23,46,884 against #25,94,81 during 1901-1902 ; but in order to draw a just comparison 
between the two years it is necessary to deduct the value of the local or Chang Tang trade now 
for the first time included, which amounted to :— 


. R 
Im . z . . . oe . wT aiey bee : + 1,66,722 
ae . . . . . . : eC . . . . 8,020 





Toran é » 1,74,742 


This deduction leaves a total of R21,71,642, of which R9,87,479 represents the value 
of , and #11,84,163 of Exports, showing a decrease of R2,93,189 in the former, 
and of 1,29,986 in the latter, or a total fall of #4,28,175 bélow last year’s figures. I give 
below the figures representing the value of “ Imports” and “ Exports ” for the past five years, 
£5833", ee 


ee ae 


“ 


Imports from Central Asia into Ladakh « > «| 12,987,106 10,70,888 | 10,95,208 | 12,80,668 





_» Exports from British India to Ladakh . 2 7,94,649 | 8,45,822 | 9,901,847 | 13,14,149 


|-—--------~ 


Toran 20,091,755 





esis 20,86,640 | 25,94,817 21,71,648 


Though the total for 1902-1903 falls below that for 1901-1902 (an exceptional ear) it 
compares well with the figures for the two preceding years and indicates a steady though slight 
improvement, . 

8. The following table shows at a glance the chief articles under which a marked increase 
or decrease in value of “ Imports ’’ and “ Exports ” respectively have occurred during'the year 
1902-1908, together with the nett results causing the fall of 44 lakhs mentioned above— 














































IMPORTS, { . EXPORTS, , 
Nawze or Anrionns, | [¥oreasn, | Deonzase, | Names or Arrtones: | 1Xom™as. passe 
eK ———~| Nett. | Nett. 
. Bet 1902-1908 
ees) aera , ‘and 1901-1942, 
R R R R 
1. Charas . . ‘ a5 1,86,030 | 1. Piece goods, Euro-) .., 
“2. Raw silk ° . eee 67,890 | 4 | 
8. Manvfactured silk . até 9,750 2. Rice, husked Py eae 
4. Turquoises and pre- eu 80,810 | 8. Skins (Otter) =, i 
cious stones. | 4. Silk (Indian) , ay 
6. Lhassa tea. ey 9,421 | §. Tea (Indian) oli Meee 
6. Horses, ponies, and a 24,625 | » _ (Chinese) 
mules, | 6. Indigo 4 .| 
7. Namdshs. . “ 7,909 eae 7. Miscellaneous, 
8, Russian Treasure . 9,851 ‘ca | manufactured 
| 8. Treasure . atl. ehoce 
P | 9 Precious stones, 8,650 
and turquoises, 
| 10. Pieoe goods, Indian) 10,014 
11. Coral ° -| 63,524 
12. Wool, European,| 9,653 
manufactured. ; 
* eta aa pcee i Pins has, | 
17,760 | 3,18,526 | 8,00,766 | 91,841 |2,22,658 1,80,717 


The most striking feature of these figures is the great fall in the value of imported charas, 
amounting to #1,86,000 being 44 per cent. of the total decline in the value of trade. Such 
a fall was anticipated in phs 6 and 7 of my report of last year. The price obtainable 
in the Punjab was then decreasing steadily, owing to the over-stocking of the markets, and 
between June and October 1902 it correspondingly fell from R60 per maund to #30 per 
maund on the Leh exchange. Notwithstanding this decrease of demand the Kashgar growers 
had been s» encouraged by the big profits of 1101-1902 that large crops had been sown and 
farther a bumper harvest yielded. The Central Asiun merchants again attracted by the 
consequent low prices in Kashgar imported large quantities of the drug, and as a result we 
haye an actual increase in maundage imported of, from 4,709 maunds to 6,282 maunds con- 
currently with the great fallin valine. This undoubtedly affected adversely the amount of 
orp and many merchants are reported to have suffered. actual loss on their charas trans- 

ns. Shite 

4. Reviewing the remaining items ip the table given in the last, paragraph it will be 
noticed that the anticipated progress in the trade in raw silk has so far not bhi realized and 
that there is a decrease of some £59,000 in the value imported, the maundage for this year and 
that preceding being respectively 491 and 629 maunds. ‘This is said to be due to the ‘excessive 


~ rainfall in the Khotan oasis during the winter of 1901, which destroyed large quantities of the 


worms and caused a failure of the crop. There is reason to hope that ths import will revive in 
future years, as the demand for the silk in the Amritsar markets appears keen, and the prices 
obtainable fairly steady. The fall under manufactured silks is due to no large caravans having 
arrived from Lhassa during the year, the traffic being always of a fluctuating kind. The 

in turquoises and other precious stones is partly due to the same reasons, yi vied 
to a fall in prices obtainable. It will be noticed that a comparison of items 21 (a) Lh 


* ‘« 
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brick tea (Retum 1 «Tmports") with 21 (2) Todiaw'tea (Return II, “Exports ”) shows a 
decrease of 108 maunds in the former and an exactly corresponding increase in the maundag 
of the latter. On the other hand the price of Lhassa tea has remained steady at about R 
_per maund, whereas, the Central Asian price fetched by Indian tea has fallen from R30 to R24 
per maund (or 2) per cent.). There may be some hope thit these figures show a tendency for 
an increased popularity of Indian’ brick tea among the poorer classes, who caunot afford the 
higher priced article from Lhassa ; but there is no doubt that Indian growers have still failed 
to prodnee an article in any way equal to Chinese brick tea in the opinion of the Yarkandi and 
other Central Asian consumers. One reason assigned for the slight increase in demand for 
Indian tea is the fact that certain Central + sian dealers have discovered a method of remou!d- 
ing Indian bricks, and so doctoring them in the process, a8 to make the tea similar in taste to. 
the Lhassa article. Among Imports we find a decrease in value of } lakh under the head of 
“ Horses, Ponies, and Mules,” ‘Traffic in these animals is hardly part of. the ordinary trade 
carried on by professional merchants, but belongs rather to the dealings of pilgrims who take 
the Ladakh-Kushmir route to Mecca. After reaching Leh these people dispose of their hardy 
useful animals in Ladakh and Kashmir not requiring them for their further journey. Duri 
1901-1902 the strict quarantine regulations in the Punjab caused long delays (at Srinagar i 
elsewhere) in the “ hajis” journey by the Ladakh route, and resulted in large numbers going 
vid Russia, and consequently a considerable decreese in the number of animals disposed of by 
them. It may be of interest to remark that returning pilgrims are already telling stories of 
the troubles and difficulties they experienced in going vid Russian territory, and of their 
preference for travelling in British districts. 
5. Under “Imports” will be found increases in the value of — 


(2) Felt namdahs, 27,909. 
(4) Russian treasure, 29,851. 


The increase under (a) is said to be due to the usual stoek available in Leh having fallen _ 
below the current demand, and a consequent rise of, from R2-8 to R3-8 per piece in the 
Leh market. There is reason to hope that traffic in this article will become more active in 
future. The increase under (4) is probably due tothe natural tendency to balance the difference 
between “ Imports”’ and “ Exports,” the Totter having exceeded the former during the past 


two years. The same tendency is per contra indicated by the decrease of 20,000 in the value of 
treasure under “ Exports.” : , 


6. Turning now to “ Exports ” we have a further decrease in value of European piece 
goods amounting to over 855,000; this is in accordance with paragraph 7 of last year’s report, 
which pointed out the steady growth of Russian competition. t is satisfactory to notice 
that the value of exported Indian cottons (manufactured) has more than doubled last year’s 
figures, However, I see little prospect of any continued development of trade in this article, 
The decrease of 12,255 under husked rice (locally known as “Shali”) is caused by the t 
tise in price in the Kashmir bazars which has placed this food beyond the means of the 
Ladakhis and Tibetans, who are its chief consumers in Central Asia. Very little that is 
exported from Kashmir is carried beyond Ladakh, as is shown by last year’s returns, which 
declare only 112 maunds as leaving Leh for ‘Tibet out of 3,092 maunds exported from Kashmir 
Proper. The export of skins, chiefly otter (see Item 7 (2) Return II Exports), has fallen in 
value by 240,687, The only explanation for this is that otter fur hats are said to have 
become unfashionable amongst the Turkistan tribes. The decrease in Indian manufactured 
silk goods by 259,284 is attributed by traders to the prevalence of plague in the Surat districts, 











’ where the article is chiefly obtained, and their fear to visit the place. In paragraph 5 of last 


year’s report I expressed a hope that the Export of Chinese brick tea vid Bombay might 
develop in future years. In this I have so far been disappointed and this year's figures show 
a decrease in export of 36 maunds amounting to 26,283 in value. I can find no specific 
reason for this beyond the general fact that the disappointing returns from charas may have 
disinclined dealers to invest in au expensive article, classed rather amongst Inxuries and in 
which traffic has proved to be of'an uncertain nature. We next find a slight decrease of 56 
maunds under Indigo, amounting (with a maintained price of R120 per maund) to 26,660 in 
value, but this, ri of the extraordinary rise during 1901-1902 of 76,000 noticed in para- 
graph 5 of last year's report is not important, and is probably due to a slight over-stocking of 
the markets during last year. The remaining Exports which have fallen in value are “ Miscella- 
neous Manufactured Articles” and “Treasure” which have doubtless fallen in response to the 
fall in Imports (see my remarks in the concluding portion of paragraph 5 above). 


7. The t rise in the export of coral noticed in raph 5 of the report for 1901-1902 
has been apatinadd, and no less than 216 maunds of his artiols were carried across the Ladakh 

t during the year, fetching something over #!,000 per maund, There appears to be 
practically no limit to the demand for mabe ornaments among Russians, Tibetans, and other 
Central Asiatics. Besides Indian piece goods already noticed, European “ Manufactured 
Woollen Goods” ‘and “ Persian Turquoises and Precious Stones ’’ show increases 
“Exports ” of 29,653 and 88,650 respectively. ‘I'he former is owing to an increasing demand 
for certain woollen cloths in Yarkand and with a little enterprise on the part of traders may 1 
hope he developed further. ‘The latter is accidental and caused by an order of one man to meet 
40 exceptional demand in Lhassa, r ‘ 


8. In my’ last year’s report I expressed the opinion that the unusual rise in the value of | 
during 1901-1902 should not be taken to indicate a rapid advance in prosperity, and I 
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_ pointed out how much general trade was foverned by the traflie in charas, the price of which 
Toad then begun to fall. ‘The Sreat unstea/iness of the markets in this drug has been plainly 
shown by the figures given in paragraph 8 above for the past !2 months. Considering the 
nature of the Ladakh Trade, which is carried on mainly by a number of small merchants with 
little capital, the effect of such sudden falls in prices of an article brought from great distances” 
in anticipation of good returns is not surprising. Many of the smaller men found themselves 
im the Punjab with practically nothing left to purchase articles for export. It is difficult to 
see how long the present slump in charas will last. It will probably take some time for the 
markets to steady, and establish a fair price which Central Asian merchants can rely on 
obtaining. In any case it is uolikely that there will be any great rise in demand for another | 
year, the markets being so aay stocked. Whether again the intended doubling or possible 
trebling of duty on the drag in the Punjab from next spring will seriously affect the market _ 
isa question on which I hear much difference of opinion, hilst some declare it will reduce 
demand, others declare it only affects the pockets of the consumers, who will have their 

charas at almost any price. I am inclined to take the latter view. 

9. Allowing for the serious effects of the fall in. price of charas I do not think the general 
results for the year should be considered unsatisfactory. ‘Ihey compare, as 1 have said, favour. 
ably with the years 1899-1900 and 1900-191. ‘Ihe fall in the import of raw silk during the 
year was a disappointment, but, if rumour is true, better returns may be expected during the 
present year, and silk may to a certain extent fill up the place of charas, 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 





+ ; : + : 
~- REPORT ON THE TRADE, vid LADAKH, BETWEEN INDIA AND CHINES 
AND RUSSIAN TURKISTAN, DURING THE YEAR ENDING ON THE 
31ST MARE 1003. 


_———— 


A list of imports and exports sper ack tae Gauri rors Hindu Aksakal at Yarkand, 

Condi Indi is submitted. It seems that in the season 1902-1903 trade 

; a ¢ 5 ee with India would seem neither to have increased or decreased. 

At this time et) the market for all goods was said to be dull 3; some of the reasons given 

for this are that the people owing to over-taxation have not so much to spend; that the 

market is overstocked; and that the present rate of «xchange between the rouble and local 

currency is not good for trade. 

_ At Khotan, Budrud Din, Aksakal, considers that Indian trade increases mor? i1 propor- 
tion than Russian trade, which is confined mainly to cotton goods. 

We suffer under the disadvantage of having no trade-writer in this country: Gauri 
Mall’s information is obtained from enquiries from traders. I think it is hardly worth while 
having a trade-writer here, but if one was appointed he should be posted at Karghalik or 

u. 


2. It mast, I am afraid, be admitted that Russian chintz goods and sugar have obtained 

Sinai "ncins the ‘‘conquérance” over similar goods imported to this 

° country from India. This, of course, is mainly due to the 

Russian bounty system. I believe in Russian Turkistan Russian cotton and ‘piece goods are 
about 25 per cent, dearer than in this country. 


The Indian trader, however, can compete successfully in the better quality of cotton piece 


eg., malmal ”; but nim," ab maa duties it does not pay him, as it did formerly, ~ 
n. 


to export ‘‘malmal”’ to Russian 1 
4, The equalization of trade between here and India cannot apparently take place without 
Pe Ri a the remittance of treasure from Yarkand. Even if the rouble 
, » a up to tengas 11 in value, roubles will be purchased in 
preference to Khotan gold, which not been exported for some years, 

Tt has been mentioned in my Diaries that in the Kashgar mint silver for mintage has 
been accepted from the Russo-Chinese Bank. It would appear that the market is somewnat 
overstocked with silver which teuds to keep up the price of the rouble which is unsatisfactory 
for the trading community here, 

5, The Russians seem to be making endeavours to improve the quality of the cotton 

Siew Setion own in this country by the distribution’ of seed. They 
Aree ve also established cotton cleaning presses at Kashgar and 
Yarkand. There is an increasing export of xaw cotton from here to Russia. ; 

There is a well known kind of cotton coarse cloth called “Kham” manufactured in this 
country, but owing to the increasing price of raw cotton and its demand in Kussia this in« 
dustry would appear to be on the decline. 

8. In January last a copy of a note compiled by Mir Munshi Saiyid Bahadur Ali Shah 

: for the information of Messrs, Reichardt Bros., Hull, was 


ee. sent to the Resident. This firm are wool buyers in Russia ° 
and contemplate extending their operations to this country. The price, however, of wool and ~ 


of woollen goods such as numdas is going up every year owing to the increasing demapd for 
wool and numdas in Russian Turkistan, ‘ 


7. During the year under review 80 pony loads of raw silk were exported to India. Silk” 


was cheap here and obtained a good price in India, The 
sanpimara Russians seem to be selling silkworm seed in this country 


with a view, I suppose, to improve the quality of the silk. 


Imports from India. 


8, The Russiin Consul-Gengral remarked to me that although he believed Russia had 

Louthor (Kirim) obtained the “conquérance” in the cotton piece goods and 

. re rays sugar trade in this country, still there were many articles 

in which she could not compete with India, especially in the case of the trade in spices, leather, 
indigo, and brocades. a 

The Aksakal at Khotan informs me as regards leather (Kirim) that a good quality is not 


"imported here, as it. is too expensive to be saleable. This is due to the price of leather in India 


having gone up. 
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As regards indigdtalso way ib only paya to “import 
Indigo aogards indigttal in the Gr Ty Bochocs 


9. The importation of Kangra tea wood seem to show a considerable increase, but it seems 


ha. a gg that this increase is due to the usual guality of 
rick tea not having been received from China owing to the — 
troubles in recent years, and that the increase was exceptional on this account, f 
10. The intention of the Chinese Local Government to levy customs on foreign goods in 
ind this province has brought many questions affecting the 
saat British India community to the front, notably the question 
of nationality and the question of certificates of identity and passports, So far these dues are 
only being levied on goods passing eastwards at Maralbashi. In respect of customs the 
Chinese authorities have agreed to British subjects being treated on an equality with Russian 
subjects, but it seems difficult, as it has been found before, to get an statement in writing as 
to the tolls to be levied at Maralbashi on various descriptions of s. The Russian Consul- 

General has the same grievance. i 

It would seem to be in the interests of British Indians coming to this country to _recom- 


mend their obtaining certificates of identity before coming to Chinese Turkistan. 


The Chinese local Ambans in an informal way have also engaged to treat bond fide 
British Indian traders in the same way as Andijani (Russian) ers in relation to the local 
taxes on the sales of animals. 
11, A certain amount of foreign goods, other than British aud Russian goods, as has been 
Foreign goods other than Russian mentioned in previous trade reports, find their way into this 
and British. country ; even “ pin head ”’ cigarettes are now obtainable here. 
Professor Hartmann, a German traveller, who was recently in arma made some enquiries 
about German goods and was of opinion that most of those so'd in Kashgar came here vid 
Russia, and most of those sold in Yarkand reached there vid India. 
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Dhoti (cotton cloth). 


Handkerchiefs, pink,» 
Velvet » + . 
Broad cloth ahi 
Brocade of Gujrat. . 
Lungis . . . . 
Alwan, red cotton cloth . 
Naino and Saino. . . 


Damas 4. 6 ¢ -*« 


| European brocade (Government) . 


Silk Tawar . . ° ° 
Chintz . . . ° * 


Drill cloth . . ° 
Alpaca . . . . 





Nainsukh . e ° 


Indigo . . . . 


Machis , . 03, ab . 


Ye, Kangra; . 





Bierce tne fot, oid Ladak 









7290» 


2,600 


3,600 
16,725 


$4,100 
1,300 
260 


360 


$1,550 


24,000 | 10,100 
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‘the years 1901-1002 and 1902-1903, bie 


1,260 


4,570 
48,300 


61,000 
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Import increased on account of much 


demand. Has a Russian compett 
tion. 


No Russian _ competition. -Much xs 


demanded. Russians, however, arog. 
tying to imitate it and put” 7M 
itive duties on its to 





Russian Turkistan. 
Prices low during 1901-1902, hence 
import decreased during Present 





year. ° 
Prices were low in 1901- -1902, heneo | 
the decrease in 1902-1908. at 
Prices were low in 1901-1902, hence 
the decrease in 1902-1908, he 
Prices good last ae hence increase — 4 





in import during 
Decrease due to Tas prices ~ dats lied? 


year. 
Import decreasing owing to local 
competition, ” 
Russian alwan is red and also cheap, — 
hence decrease. 
Good prices recovered during two 

yeors. Market was overstocked _ 
peat 1901-1902, hence decrease 
during present year. * 
Import increased. Of various 
Pag Probably will be much 


Purchased more by Chinese than by “aes 
others. ; 
a ees ay 
mport ‘Teasing evi ‘ear ok 
one of Russian ip ous a | 
Russian chintz is cheay kon well as bs ] 
durable. Knglish ch of pink | 


colour only liked, 2 
Much ied oe the Chinese, ned 


im 

En on ag iw cheaper than the 
Russian and is mach liked. | 

Import inereased on oe of more $0 a 
demand. * 











trast Sen decreased as Russian thread s 
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Last year's supply was more than the 
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increasing. et | 
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Tmport decreasing on account of 
Russian apse gL ia cava 
Good Teeov year ay 
rary aa Russian dyes are | 
dearer than the English, Bork, 
Russian Bag acon are much teapeee > 
hence ecrease. 
SE recovered 
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; ih Last 's supply still in hand. 

‘ 10 maun Not occult any trader. 

- } Not imported during the last your, 
: Imported from Lhassa, 

y Not iipportod during the last year. | 


P. J. MILES, 
Offg. Special Assistant for Chinese Affain 
to the Resident in Kashmir, 


‘i B. ; Hie 
‘ Comparative statement of goods exported from Chinese and Russian Tarkistan, vid Ladakh, to India during 


ol the years 1901-1902 and 1902-1903. 











Duarine 1902-1903. 


Ibably, bat 
ag. high ia 


Pe the 28th ae ‘1904. 


e seizures and deaths 
mation : 


PEELLELIgE? tedateaee 


Pitt: 


PiGidi 


2 


CRnueenres 


ro 


reported in India, during ‘the week en 


B,B&OL&eGLP, ., 
Speci” a 
B. B&O, Lee. G. J.P, 


” 
Le 
” 

” 
” 


B., B, & 0, I 


” » 
afr”. 
B, B&O f” 
GIP. & By Ber 


ny and Manmad (4. I. 
c,1. thy 1P. 


v3 


& 
G. 
a, 


£2932: 


BB. & 0.1 


: 


Bo. 4. Pon 


B. G. J. Pict oo 


¥ $it: 
fizteF 822: 


. 


4 


o f.8e.Ees g 


Peli: 


$32) g8i 24% 


t: 
~ ed 


tipB: Bari: 


-_ 
Si: 


i? Bune 





re eS Sc - 
gigeeite 


B., B.& 0.1. 


B,B.& 0.1” 
» 


TEEiiett 


8M. &G.1P. 
B, B. & 0.1. 


PPTPLIEI2E 
PEREPHR ERT TPE PEE 


pitrigibad 
rita 


Madras we 
8. M. ty 

” & Madras... 
Madras, 8, I, & Nilgiri 
8. 1 & Madras... 


‘adres 
8. I, & Madras 


Prgeisg reset 2s? 


” 
“” 


‘Madras and 8. 
8. I, & Madras 
8. M. & 


aL a 
Madras, 8, I, & 8. M. 
5 ie 


on ” 


Calentta Pry 
Nadia District 
24-Parganas Distriet 


Khulna 
Midnaporo District 


ere 3 
s 


S 


” 


” oe 


BN. & H. A. aa 
1, B.N.& H, A. & HS. 
” ” * 


= me? Beom 
Ss 


B.& N.W. 


” ” 
ty 
B’& N.W. 


‘arp 
Darbhanga Town a 


Dar! District 
Raskabed Distsiot 
Patna City 
Patan, Disteet 

0 own 
Monghyr District 
Bhagalpur T 


&B.& NW. 


tka 


” 
” 
” 


weit wzesEESausk.@: : 


; 


re 





Gorakhpur... 





Benares City 
Benares District 
Ballia 

Jaunpur City 
Seaebe District 


ur 4, 
micapas a 
Mirzapur 


Muzaffarnagur 


City 
‘naniiommeaar District 


Ali — ” 
Saskeer’ Union “i 
Roorkee Town 
Bulandshahr District 
Dehra Dun ae 
Unao District 
Lucknow City 
Lucknow District 
Hardoi »” 
oo, Bareli_,, 
ur 
Kheri . 
Etawah City .., 
Etawah District 
Fatehvarh — 
Farrukhabad Town 
Farrukhabad District 


Mainpuri 
Agra TOity 


Muttra City 


Batily Dist City 
npr a 
Shaljalanper City 
Bijnor Town... 
nor Di 


= { Naini Tal 
“(| Garhwal District 


| 
: =a 
| 
| 
Ee 


Ferozepur Ps 
” 


Amritsar City 
Amritsar District 
Gurdaspur 


Lal Tathore n 


Lahore City... 
Lahore Municipali 
ranwala 


Montgomery }; 





PEPER E38 


Peed? 





















































a L » ” 7" - 
GT, P. (I. M. Seo.) & BI. BR. “= a 
” ” ” ” ave 
” » — . - ” 
mips em Sire aroma sta 
B&N.W.&0.&R, és pee Cp 
”, ” oa - wel oe 27 
B. aN. W, 0 R.& BAT. 2 fp eae 
Ba&Nn.w. .. Pe ps | 267 
0.8 = * pa ESTs 
+, NW. 8 pass | 184 
a wie ba NW, ph rr. mi] 888 
pas wL o~- “a a 2 
mo wail as Oe, a vi | 88 
bai | BaN We on * eh a ms 
es SAlOuabMe © Seu iy . is is 
pe "|. @R. es oe ee iat, Bae 
eee ~” ” “_” 2 
” oe ” “~ -_ 109 
Mee SI BaeNW. ae re is 
48 wf ig aOR oa 280 
a . | B.& N.W.& 0. &R ‘dd 
ri 28 269 
435 s 4 
ied $5 89 
oe 37 
we ww | Ne a 88 
% “IN.W,O&R& El <. fis pee 1 
pate a | NeW. ie nm ee ove 
rr oe » ory ~ 193 
od “|! 57. &0.&R ve ey pate ie 
ta ~ | O. &R. & N.W. ie 4 « 85 
eee ” ” Sd ~ “" ~~ 
z “In L&0.&R. ta a a 
Se “| BA&N.W.40 8B, 3 : a 
R |O.&R &B&N we... gs ts) 
“ “|, Ba& NW. BE bie 
”~ ” 
is “|BUB&OLGLPen. = Sr 
ow ; . ” ” - er 
one te 
S ae 
ory on 
(@) Imported cases. 


Burhanpur Town, 
Nimar = 
Hoshanga! 

pare ee) Distsiot 
Narsingpur Town 
Narsingpur District 
Chhindwara ,, 
Khandwa Town 


Balaghat 
Balaghat Town ... 


Jubbul; Town 
J aheetnead District 


Saugor District 
Seoni District ... 
Mandla 


#0), one 


Bilaspur Town 
acid District - 


Bangalore Ge Oil and Military Station 


Mees Mare 

Kolar Gold Fields 

Tumkur District 
f, 
” 


BB OOL oe dein 
E.L, 0, &B., B, B.& 0.1, NW. 


B,, B.& OL & N. WwW. 
EL 


8. K. vee 
N.W.& EL 


We co 


Bhatinda (N. W. 
"ie y 


N. Ww. ose . 
» &B,B.& 0.1 


ase oo 


GLP. &B, B&O... 


BN. re he 
B,B.&OL&G..P. 


oe ” 


B.N.&G.1.P, 
G.1.®, Ie 
B.N. Mt 


E'L&G.P. 


iia 
GLE 


Bete ce aonte: 
at as -ys GABOR, 





N.@.8. 4, 


Neos 2 
G.U'P, & Batsi 
8. M. 


N. G8 
G. 1. P. & Xi 
G.1.P.& N.G.8, 


. 
B., B.& 0.1, 


B,B.4&6.1,G..P. 2 
G.I, P. (I, M. Seo.) & Gwalior 


G.I. P. (1, M.'Sec.) 


Lo i a bss oa 
B., B.& 0. I. (Rajputana-Malwa) 
Peay ae oe "A 
B., B.& 0.1. 
” ” 
Dewas State ai 
Narsingarh State wee “af re 
Guaranteed Holdings (Malwa Ay Ailes Bes 
Tonk State (portion in Central dia) wash ile Te Py 
Sechore ,, aren bor 
Piploda District Ph 
: State .., Sud 
” 


aora 
Jaora Town... 


Military Station 


B.B.& 0... 
B,B& Or 


Toran 


GRAND TOTAL 


Figaro for wen ong ith Apri 0s 
G 


RAC Daonatet Ye vest nate See apes. 





i 
' 
18 
i 
& 
‘ 


Sng ie he 


es See 


ee 


hi 
fe 
f 

Fe 
ie 
Pa 
or 
2) 





— 


Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 a.m. on Thursday, 


the 28th April 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports 


of the period. 
Practically the whole of the rainfall of the week under review has been confined to 


Burma and North-East India. 
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Showers have, however, been received in the north-west due to slight depressions or 


~ storms which have apparently formed over the North-West Frontier and thence passed 
“‘north-eastward to the North-West Himalayas. The first of these depressions occurred on 


the 22nd when light rain fell at Chakrata, Srinagar and Sonemarg and light snow at 
Dras ; the second occurred on the 27th and 28th when light rain fell at Rawalpindi, Murree, 
Srinagar, Lahore, Cherat, Peshawar and Montgomery and heavy rain at Sonémarg, 


Scattered thundershowers also occurred over the south of the Peninsula throughout 
the week, but the rainfall amounts were small, the heaviest fall ‘reported having been 0°46" 
at Cochin on the 27th. . 

The rainfall in North-East India all occurred under similar conditions of weather. Pres- 
sure throughout the week was low over the East Gangetic Plain and strong southerly winds 
ete at the head of the Bay, while easterly and north-easterly winds blew steadily 

own the Assam Valley. These Conditions gave rise to daily thunderstorms over Assam and 
East and North Bengal, resulting in heavyish rain over those localities. The following were 
the principal amounts reported :— On the 22nd Cherra Poonjee 4:42” and Sibsagar 3 35” ; on 
the 23rd Cherra Poonjee 4°90" and Silchar 1°34” ; on the 24th Cherra pig oo 06” ; on the 
2sth Cherra Poonjee 4°33”; on the 26th Cherra Poonjee 3°10”; on the 27th Dhubrio87”; and 
on the 28th Dhubri 2 04”. 


The rainfall was thus, as is usual at this time, heaviest on the hills, the week’s fall at 
Cherra Poonjee amounting to 22°15”, the normal for the week being 9'82”. 

Burma received scattered rain from thundershowers similar to those reported. from the 
south of the Peninsula. The rainfall table shows that during the week under review effect- 
ive rain was received over Burma, Assam and Bengal as far west as the Dinajpur subdivi- 
sion. The total amount of rain was, however, generally less than usual, except in the Assam 
Valley, where the fall was heavy and nearly twice as much as the normal fall of the week. 


Rain was also received in the Baluchistan division, in the Simla and Lahore subdivisions 
of North-Western and in the Calicut and Mysore subdivisions of Western India, In these 
cases the total amount was generally less than the average. 

Seu all the remaining divisions and subdivisions the week was actually or practically 
rainless, 
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a Season and Crop oS for the week ending Saturday, _ 


23rd April 1904. 


- \Madras.—There was light rainfall during the week in parts of the southern half of 
the Presidency. Irrigation supplies are insufficient in parts of the Deccan, South Salem and 
- South Canara. Ploughing, sowing and transplanting are in progress in parts. The 





Dharavar. The standing crops have been damaged by locusts in parts of Ratnagiri, Nasik, 
__ Ahmednagar, Poona, Sholapur, Satara, Belgaum and Kanara, and are generally in good 
| condition elsewhere. The harvesting of spring crops is completed in Khandesh ; is almost 
over in Hyderabad, the Upper Sindh Frontier, Ahmedabad and Bijapur ; and is in progress in 
parts of Karachi, Sukkur, Larkana, Thar and Parkar, Kaira, Ratnagiri and Dharwar. Thresh- 
ing continues in parts of Larkana, the Panch Mahals, Surat, Nasik and Ahmednagar and 
_ has commenced in parts of Sukkur, the Upper Sindh Frontier, ‘Thar and Parkar and Broach, 
- Cotton has been damaged by locusts and blight in parts of Dharwar and by rats in parts of 
| the Panch Mahals ; it is in fair condition in Ahmedabad and the Panch Mahals and in good 
| condition in Kaira, Surat, Broach, the Carnatic and Baroda. Picking is nearly completed in 

Surat and Belgaum and continues in parts of Ahmedabad, Kaira, Broach, Bijapur, Dharwar 
‘and Baroda. Preparation of lands for next season are generally in progress. The foddere 
| __ supply is sufficient, Agricultural stock and water-supply are generally sufficient. Prices 
have fallen in three districts ; risen in six districts ; and are steady elsewhere. 


ba _ standing crops are generally fair. Harvests continue with fair outturn, Pasture is scanty 

See “in parts of the Circars, the Deccan and South Canara, The condition of cattle is good, 

| - Prices are almost stationary. : 

ieee ‘ 

ry Bombay.—There was very slight rain during the week in parts of Larkana, Belgaum and 
t ” 


Bly 
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f Bengal.—Rain is reported from the greater part of Bengal Proper and also from 
- Purneah and the Sonthal Parganas. The fall was moderately heavy,in some places in East 
Bengal ; elsewhere it was generally light. Rain is needed in Burdwan, Bankura, Rajshahi, 
; ‘Bhagalpur, Purneah and Malda. The harvesting of spring crops is practically over and 
threshing is in progress, Ploughing and sowing continue. Prospects are generally good. 
Fodder and water are sufficient, except in parts of Burdwan, Bankura and the Sonthal 
Parganas. Scarcity of fodder is also reported from parts of Murshidabad and Malda, and 
that of water from Palamau. The price of common rice has risen inten districts; has fallen 
in five; and is stationary in the remainder. 






_--: United Provinces —Light rain has fallen in three districts and is needed in Almora. 
The harvesting of spring crops is nearing completion, Threshing and winnowing are in pro- 
_ gress. Sugarcane and extra crops continue to be irrigated and are doing well. The sowing 
|. of indigo and opium weighments continue. Slight scarcity of grass exists in Cawnpore. 
ke Supplies are sufficient. Prices are stationary with a tendency to fall. 
by 


Punjab.—Slight rain has fallen in parts of Rawalpindi. The price of wheat is 
eas _ falling in Hissar, Ferozepore and Amritsar and rising in Umballa, Jullundur, Shahpur and 
- Rawalpindi. The prices of other food-grains are fluctuating. Sowings of extra spring 
crops continue in Sialkot. Ploughing$ and sowings of autumn crops are in progress in 
“most districts. Cotton sowings have been completed in Hissar. Harvesting and threshing 
of spring crops continue throughout the Province. ‘The outturn is below the average 
in Delhi and also on unirrigated land in Hissar ; otherwise the outturn is good in all 
- districts, Gram has been damaged by an insect known as “ Kuti” in parts of Mooltan. 
 Gattle are generally in good condition throughout the Proyince. Fodder is said to be 

-__siicent i in all districts, except in parts of Delhi. 
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week. The pena Ge HANG. gig a a chee of barley * 
has begun. Sugarcane and extra spring crops are being sown. Socke & rene 
“fodder are ample. Prices are low and falling. 


Burma.—Slight showers of rain fell in several districts during the week. Cleariggy on 
hill sides has been completed in Myitkyina. Reaping of wheat and gram is, finished in 
splaces.and is progressing in others. Plucking of tobacco has begun in the Momeik sub- sc © 
-division of the Ruby Mines district. Reaping of dry weather paddy has commenced in ma 
Sagaing and in parts of Lower and Upper Chindwin, The condition of the standing crops Bs 
-continues good. The -price of paddy has risen slightly in four districts and fallen slightly 

: 





in.one-district ; elsewhere jit is.unchanged. Pi: 
Central Provinces.—The weather continues to be hot, but the nights and mornings iy 
.are.still.cool. The-harvesting of winter crops has almost been completed and threshing 
and winnowing operations are also nearing completion. The preparation of land for autumn — a i 
sowings is generally in progress. “Prices of wheat and gram show.a tendency to fall, nue 

: whilst that of juar.is risihg inthe Hoshangabad, Nimar.and.Bhandara districts. | 


Assam,—There was rain throughout the Province during the week. The floods tikes 
caused some damage to crops in the Surma Valley and prevented ploughing and sowing 
in-Sylhet. Ploughing for and sowing of rice,and jute and plucking of tea are in progress. 
Sugarcane .pressing is nearly finished and the outturn is fair. ‘Tea-has been damaged by re 
hail and growth is retarded in Cachar; elsewhere prospects are fair to good. Fodder is 
insufficient in places. Prices—common rice—Sylhet, 17; Dhubri, Gauhati and Tezpur, — t 
16; Silchar, 15 ; Nowgong, 14; Dibrugarh, 13; and Sibsagar, 12 seers per-tupee. o 


Mysore.—There was slight rain in some -parts during the week. Prices are 
steady. The standing crops are in good condition. Prospects of the season are good. 


Cattle are healthy, except.in some parts of Shimoga and Chitaldroog. Water and fodder Ag 
are available. Bs 


Coorg.—Rainfall 35 cents, Prices of food-grains are normal, Water and fodder — i 
are sufficient. 


_ Hyderabad.—There was no rain during the week. The spring harvest is nearing com- 2 | 
pletion. The late rice harvest continues. Lands are being prepared for autumn crops. x 
Prices—wheat 133, rice 11} and juar 30} seers per hall rupee. 


Rajputana.—Agricultural operations are satisfactory. Harvesting is in progress. 
Prospects are generally good. The condition ef cattle is generally good. Fodder is 
sufficient. Prices are favourable. 


Central India.—There was some rain during the week. Agricultural operations are in 
"progress everywhere. In Gwalior reaping of the spring crop is completed. Crops are 
standing only in Baghelkhand where they are good and in Bhopal where they are slightly 
damaged in places, Agricultural stock and pasturage are fair to good, but pasturage is 
indifferent in part .of Gwalior. Prices are normal in Gwalior, ‘Indore, Bhopal and 
Baghelkhand ; falling in Bundelkhand; and stationary in Malwa and Bhopawar. Opium 
is bad to indifferent in parts of Gwalior, but good elsewhere. , 


s 
Kashmir.—The weather is bright. Prices are stationary, 


Jammu.—No rain. Prices are fluctuating. Wheat sells from 14 to 28 and maize 24 to Bi 
38 seers per rupee. The condition of the standing crops is good. Fodder is sulci ob 
Land is being Sab for autumn sowings. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO 


Che Gazette of Endia. 


No. 19.3 CALCUTTA, SATURDAY. May 7, 1904 





OFFICIAL PAPERS, 


A Supriement to the Gazetre oF INDIA will be published from time to time, Rye pone | such Official Papers and 
information as the Government of India may deem to be of interest to the Public, and such as may usefully be made 
known, The Debates of the Legislative Council of His Excellency the Governor General will in future be published in 
Part VI of the Gazerre, 

Non-Subscribers to the Gazette may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on a payment of five Rupees per annum if 
delivered in Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The SurppLEMENT and PART VI of the Gazerre can also be sub- 
scribed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post. 

No Official Orders or a pc age the publication of which in the Gazerre oF INDIA is required by Law, or which 

4 


it has been to _ ish in the Cavcutra Gazerre, will be included in the SuprLement, For such Orders and 
Notifications the body of the Gazetr® must be looked to. 





WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES IN THE SECOND HALF OF 
MARCH 1904 OF: 


Rice Maize TURMERIC 
Wukar axp Pour + GRaM AND PULSE Gaass AND sTRAW 
Barer Gu JAWAR STALKS 
JAWAR AND BagRa Suear Buvsa 
Rao Saur SHEEP, GOATS, AND BULLOOKS 
Kanowt ToBacco 
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PLAGUE. - bes o> rhs. 
Simla, the 5th May, 1904. oe ‘4 
the following statement of — seizures and deaths reported in India, during the week 
904, is published for general information : . , 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 a.m. on Thursday, 
the 5th May 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of 
the period. : 


During the week under review there have been very strong southerly winds at the 
head of the Bay and more or less steady rain has fallen over Assam and East and North 
Bengal. The principal amounts in this locality were 2°97” at Cherra Poonjee and 2°44” at 
Dhubri on the 29th; 5°15” at Cherra Poonjee and 2°50" at Sibsagar on the 30th; 2°69” at 
Cherra Poonjee and 2°18” at Mymensingh on May 1st; 1°76” at Cherra Poonjee and 1°66” at 
Dhubri on the 2nd; 2°39” at Jalpaiguri and 0°88” at Silchar on the 3rd ; 0°51” at Cherra Poon- 
jee on the 4th; and 6"10” at Cherra Poonjee and 1°35” at Mymensingh on the 5th. 


In Burma there were light unimportant showers during the greater part of the week, but 
at the close rain appeared inclined to increase in the south, Mergui reporting 1°80” and 1 20” 
on the 4th and sth and Moulmein 1°10” on the 5th. Similar changes have apparent been in 
progress over the Peninsula where, during the first five days of the week, the weather was 
practically rainless, while on the 4th and 5th showers increased both in amount and extent. 


Over North-West India the weather was steadily fine until the close of the week. On the 
4th a shallow depression was shown at the foot of the Himalayas, and during the night of the 
4th-5th showers occurred over and near the North-West Himalayas and over Kashmir. The 
largest rainfall amount reported was 0°58” at Sonemarg. 


The rainfall table shows that effective rain was received during the week over the 
Burma (except Upper Burma), Bengal, Brahmaputra Valley and South India divisions and 
over the Dinajpur, Darbhanga, Calicut and Bijapur subdivisions, but that elsewhere the week 
was actually or practically rainless. The week’s rain was lighter than usual, except in the 
Brahmaputra Valley division and in the Dinajpur subdivision, in both of which areas there 
was some excess. 


With the present return,.a fresh rainfall period commences embracing the whole of the 
south-west monsoon period. : 
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Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, 
30th April 1904. 


Matiras.—There was no rain in the Carnatic and in the southern districts during the 
_ week, but light showers fell elsewhere. Irrigation supplies are insufficient in parts. of Kistna, 
~ the Deccan, South Salem and South Canara. Ploughing, sowing and transplanting are 
in progressin parts. The standing crops are generally fair, Harvests continue with fair 
to normal outturn, Pasture is scanty in parts of the Circars, the Deccan, Salem, Madura, 
and South Canara, but fodder is procurable. The condition of cattle is generally good. 
Prices are almost stationary. 


Bombay.—There was slight rain duringthe week in parts of - Belgaum and Dhar- 
war, and very slight in parts of Satara, Bijapur and Kanara. The standing crops have 
been damaged by locusts in parts of Ratnagiri, the Deccan, Belgaum and Kanara and 
are generally in goed condition elsewhere. Harvesting of spring crops is nearly completed 
in the Upper Sindh Frontier and Ahmedabad, and is in progress in parts of Karachi, Sukkur, 
Larkana, the Panch Mahals, Ratnagiri and Dharwar. Threshing is almost completed in 
Ahmednagar and is in progress in parts of Sindh, Broach and Nasik. Cotton has been 
slightly damaged by locusts in parts of Dharwar and by rats in parts of the Panch Mahals. 
Picking is nearly completed in Bijapur, and continues in parts of Gujarat, Dharwar and 
Baroda. Preparation of lands for next season is generally in progress. ‘The fodder-supply 
is sufficient, Agricultural stock and water-supply are generally sufficient. Prices have 
fallen in two districts ; risen in three districts ; and are stationary elsewhere. 


Bengal.—Rain is reported from parts of the Presidency, Rajshahi, Dacca and Bhagal- 
pur divisions. The fall was heavy in the districts of Jalpaiguri, Pabna and Mymensingh; 
elsewhere it was light. Ploughing and sowing continue, but rain is needed in parts of Bihar 
and also in the Orissa and [Burdwan divisions. Prospects are fair. Scarcity of fodder 
and water is reported from ten districts. The price of common rice has risen in ten 
districts ; has fallen in eight ; and is stationary in the remainder. F 


United Provinces —The weather is clear and hot. Rain is needed in Almera. 
‘Threshing and winnowing of spring crops are approaching completion. The irrigation and 
weeding of sugarcane and of extra crops are in progress. The standing crops are doing 
well, Indigo is being sown\and opium weighments continue. Supplies are sufficient, but 
fodder is reported to be scarce in Jalaun. Prices show a tendency to fall. 


Punjab.—Slight rain has fallen in parts of Ferozepore, Lahore, Sialkot, Rawalpindi 
and Mooltan. The'price of wheat is rising in Hissar, Lahore and ‘Rawalpindi and is falling 
in Delhi, Jullundur, Ferozepore, Mianwali and Mooltan. The prices of other food-grains 
are fluctuating. Harvesting and threshing of spring crops are in progress in all districts. 
Sowings of extra spring and of autumn crops continue in some districts. The outturn is 
below the.average.in Delhi and also on unirrigated lands in Hissar, otherwise the outturn 
is good. Condition of extra/spring cropsiis generally good. Cattle are in good condition 
throughout the Proyince. Fodder is sufficient in all districts, except in parts of Delhi. 


- “North-West ‘Frontier Province —Showers fell in Hazara, Peshawar and Bannu 

during the week. The prospects of the standing crops are excellent. Harvesting of wheat 

_and barley has begun. Some damage has been done by high winds, “Extra spring crops ar¢ 
being sown. Stocks of food-grains and fodder are sufficient. Prices are low and falling. 


‘Burma. —Slight rain fell chiefly in the northern and southern districts during the week- 
Reaping of dry weatheripaddy has commenced in Myitkyina and progresses elsewhere 
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Clearing on hill sides continues in places, Ploughing for seotton has : in Sagaing 
and for early wet weather paddy and sesamum has been completed in the Myitha town- 
ship of Kyaukse, Harvesting of island crops is still going on in Myingyan, Dry weather 
paddy has been damaged by flood in some parts, while in the Singu and Amarapura townships 
of the Mandalay district the abnormal early rise of the river has done considerable damage 
to standing dry weather paddy and ungathered miscellaneous crops. Prospects of the har- 
vest are generally favourable.) The price of paddy has advanced slightly in six districts 
and has fallen slightly at one centre ; elsewhere it is stationary. 


Central Provinces.—The weather is very hot and occasionally cloudy in parts. The 
harvesting of winter crops has practically been completed, Threshing and winnowing opera- 
tions are well advanced. The preparation of land for autumn sowings is in progress. Prices 
show a general tendency to fall, except in the Chanda and Bhandara districts. There has 
been a marked rise in the price of all staples in Bhandara, 


Assam,.—There was rain throughout the Province during the week and it was especially 
heavy in Sylhet causing damage to early transplanted rice and other crops. Ploughing 
for and sowing of rice and jute and plucking of tea are in Progress. Sugarcane pressing 
is nearly finished and the outturn is fair. Planting of sugarcane for the next crop has 
commenced. Tea has been damaged by hail in Cachar and Kamrup ; elsewhere it is thriving. 
Fodder is insufficient in places. Prices of common rice—Silchar, 19 ; Sylhet, 17; Dhubri 
and Tezpur, 16 ; Gauhati, Nowgong and Sibsagar, 14 and Dibrugarh, 13 seers per rupee. 


Hyderabad.—There was no rain during the week. The spring harvest is over. 
Harvest of late rice isin progress, Lands are under preparation for autumn sowings, 
Prices—wheat 14, tice 1x} and juar 4o seers per halii rupee, 


Mysore.—Slight rain fell throughout the Province during the week. Prices are 
steady. The standing crops are in good condition. Prospects of the season are good. 
Cattle are healthy, except in parts of Shimoga. Water and fodder are available. 


Coorg.—Rainfall 32 cents, Ploughing for rice and yagi has commenced. Prices of 
food-grains are normal. Water and fodder are sufficient. 


Rajputana.—There was rainfall in parts during the week, Agricultural operations are 
satisfactory. Harvesting is in progress. Prospects of crops and condition of cattle are 
generally good. Fodder is sufficient. Prices are favourable. 


Central India.—There was no rain during the week. Agricultural operations are in 
Progress everywhere, except in Gwalior, where reaping of the spring crop is completed. 
Crops are standing only in Baghelkhand where they are good and in Bhopal where they 
are slightly damaged in places. Agricultural stock and pasturage are fair to good. Pasturage 
is indifferent in parts of Gwalior. Prices are low in places ; they are normal in Gwalior, 
Indore, Bhopal and Baghelkhand; falling in Bundelkhand; and are stationary in Malwa 
and Bhopawar. Opium is bad to indifferent in parts of Gwalior and good elsewhere in 
Gwalior and in Indore. 


Kashmir.—The weather is bright. Prices are stationary, 


Jammu.—No tain. Prices are fluctuating. Wheat sells from 14 to 18 and maize 24 to 
38 seers per rupee. The condition of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is sufficient. 
Autumn sowings are going on in some parts of the Province. Cotton and sugarcane sowings 
are nearly completed. Harvesting of the spring crops has commenced. 


Nepal.—Rainfall 0°39 inch. The crops are in good condition. The weather is still cool, 
but is gradually getting warmer. The price of rice is 5y% seers for the rupee. 


J. WILSON, 


Secretary to the Government of India, 
cc 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


. 


LAND REVENUE. 





Simla, the 29th April, 1904. 


RESOLUTION. 


The Bill to provide for the constitution and control of Co-operative Credit Societies in 
India has now been passed into law as Act X of 1904; and the Government of India desire 
to explain, for the information of their officers and of the public at large, the considerations 
by which they have been influenced in framing its provisions, and to indicate the principles 
in accordance with which they desire that the Act should be worked. 


2, One of the most difficult problems with which the small agriculturist is everywhere 
confronted is to obtain the money which is necessary for his re ee at areasonable rate 
of interest. This is a state of affairs by no means peculiar to India. The petty agriculturist 
of Europe is for the most part financed by borrowed capital, and there too the money-lender 
takes advantage of the exigencies of the cultivator to demand exorbitant terms. In India, 
however, the problem is aggravated by the fact that Indian rates of interest are to some 
extent survivals from times when the security which the agriculturist had to offer was of far 
smaller value than at present, and also by the fact that the money-lender has not been slow 
to take advantage of the unwillingness of the civil courts to go behind the terms of a written 
bond. ‘ 


3. The desirability of providing the peasant with some means of obtaining the capital 
required for agricultural operations otherwise than at usurious rates of interest has at various 
times engaged the attention of the Government of India and of all who are interested in 
promoting the welfare of the agricultural classes. In 1882 and 1883 a scheme for an agri- 
cultural bank in the Poona district was propounded by Sir William Wedderburn, then a 
member of the Bombay Civil Service, and by several intelligent and public-spirited residents 
of that presidency ; but the scheme, after careful examination, was, for various reasons, even- 
tually endon . 


4. In 1892 Mr. (now Sir Frederick) Nicholson, a Madras Civilian who had made a 
special study of the Raffeisen and other systems of land banks on the continent of Europe, 
was placed on special duty by the Madras Government for the purpose of enquiring into the 

ogg introducing into the Madras presidency a system of agricultural or other land 
fae. is report was reviewed in 1899 by the Madras Government, who expressed the 
opinion that the question of rural credit in the Madras presidency was not a matter of im- 
mediate necessity and urgency, and stated that ifa few rural banks could be started on 
strictly Raffeisen lines and their working watched for a few years, the Governor in Council 
might then be in a position to make recommendations. 


5. On receipt of Mr, Nicholson’s report by the Government of India, copies were 
forwarded to Local Governments and nto were invited as to the possibility and advis- 
ability of action by Government. A reference was at the same time suggested to a recent 

blication by Mr, H. Dupernex, a member of the Indian Civil Service in the United 

rovinces, on Peoples’ Banks in Northern India. It appeared from the replies received that 
the question had already been taken up independently in some provinces, more par- 
ticularly in the United Provinces and in the Punjab, After some intermediate discussion, 
the opinions of Local Governments were considered in June 1901 by a strong committee 
under the presidency of the Hon’ble Sir Edward Law; and it was in the report of this 
committee, to which were attached a draft Bill, and draft model schemes of management for 
co-operative credit societies with limited and unlimited liability respectively, ‘that proposals 
for action first assumed a form sufficiently definite to allow of detailed discussion. These 
proposals were referred to Local Governments for criticism, and upon receipt and consider- 
ation of their replies the Bill which has now been passed into law was framed, : 


6. Before proceeding to examine the detailed provisions of the Act, it will be conve- 
nient to indicate briefly the extent to which the co-operative principle has already been 
adopted with more or less success in different parts of India by the establishment of credit 
societies, to glance at the special difficulties that may retard its development in this country, 
and to give an indication of the general lines of the policy that must be followed, if a move- 
ment that may be of such enormous importance to the welfare of the rural population is to be 


pursued to a successful issue. 









t the juestion of M Pes banks is 
ite a different matter from that of co-operative credit aseicaice and that it is the latter 
only which are now being dealt with’ The object of agricultural banks is to provide capital 
to finance the general agriculture of the country ; their operations are of the ordinary bank- 
ing nature, and on a_ considerable scale ; and whatever special privileges it might be found 
possible to extend to them, the ordinary Companies’ law of India would still continue to appl 
to them. The object of the societies contemplated by this Act is far more special and limited, 
It is, in the words of Sir Frederick Nicholson, to substitute for a number of individual credits, 
which are weak because they are isolated, a combined credit, which is strong because it is 
united. , Their operations are confined within the limits of the society, and they will be 
“small and simple credit societies for small and simple folk with simple needs and requiring 
small sums only ” 


"4. At the outset it is important to remember tha 





8. The most striking development of the co operative principle on indigenous lines has 
taken place in Madras, where the Nidhis, which are described as Mutual Loan Funds, have 
in spite of numerous failures attained on the whole a very considerable degree of success. 
They are reported however not to adhere strictly in practice to the co-operative principle, 
and it has been pointed out that they work on lines more closely approximating to those of 
English Building Societies or Provident Funds, than to those of purely co-operative credit 
socie:ies, and that while they encourage the development of thrift and’ business habits, their 
methods are not suitable to the agricultural classes, and afford many openings for abuse. 
The spread of these institutions may be taken as giving some indication of the possibility of 
the successful development of credit societies on better lines, but they find their clients 
among a more highly educated and advanced class than the mass of the agricultural popula- 
tion. In other parts of the country the societies that have been started have hardly passed 
the experimental stage In the United Provinces Mr. Dupernex was placed on 
special duty by Sir A. P. MacDonnell for the purpose of discovering by local engui - 
ries how best to establish agricultural banks in selected localities ; and in accordance with 
his recommendations steps were taken, at the suggestion of Government, for the establish- 
ment of societies in many districts. In the Punjab action was taken by district officers on 
their own initiative, and societies were formed in the Mooltan and Dera Ismail Khan Districts 
by Mr Maclagan and Captain Crosthwaite, which give distinct promise of success ; and 
in Bengal several sécieties have been started, which under the fostering influence of sympa- 
thetic officials have made some progress. But it is difficult as yet to form any reliable 
opinion as to the extent to whic any of these societies represent “a genuine movement, or 
how far their existence is merely due to a desire to carry out what are believed to be the’ 
wishes of Government. 


9 Incons:dering the question it soon became apparent that no real advance was possible 
without legislation, The Companies’ Act at present in force (Act VI of 1882) contains 
256 sections, and its elaborate provisions, however necessary in the case of combinations of 
capftal on a large scale, are wholly unsuited to societies of the kind it is now desired to- en- 
courage The first thing to be done, therefore, was to take such societies out of the opera- 
tion of the general law on the subject, and to substitute provisions specially adapted to their 
constitution and objects, In the second place, it was desirable to confer upon them special 
privileges and facilities, in order to encourage their formation and assist their Operations. 
And, thirdly,-sines they were to enjoy exemption from the general law and facilities of a 
special nature, it was necessary to take such precautions as might be needed in order to 
prevent speculators and ca italists from availing themselves, under colourable pretexts, of 
privileges which were not intended for them. 


10. There were two cardinal objects which the Government of India kept in view in 
framing the present Act. The first is simplicity. Some of the schemes which were laid 
before them were far too elaborate for the comprehension of the classes for whom they 
were intended, -but who certainly could never have complied with their provisions. ~The 
second is elasticity. The aim has been to lay down merely the general outlines, and to 
leave the details to be filled in gradually, on lines which the experience of failure or success 
and the natural development of the institutions may indicate as best suited to each part of 
the country, So far, therefore, as it deals with the constitution of the societies, the 
provisions of the Act have been confined to those general principles which all co-operative 
credit societies must accept as the condition of being permitted to enjoy the advantages 
aflorded. by special legislation. There are other matters in respect of which some guidance 
and some restriction will be necessary ; and they have been left to be dealt with by Local 

‘overnments in accordance with local needs, in the exercise of the rule-making power which 
the Act confers upon them, But the Government of India desire to impress upon all Govern- 
ments that simplicity and elasticity are as essential in the rules framed under the law as they 

‘are in the law itself, and that es cially in the first instance, and until further experience 
: gained, the regulative interference of Goyernment should be limited strictly to 
essentials, so as to leave spontaneous growth unhampered. Experiment is as necessary 
within the Province as it is within the Empire. ' 


: 11. The present legislation is especially designed to assist agricultural credit, which 
Presents hia meee ae and more difficult pootilens than does industrial credit ; though 











it is recognised that societies ma ly be started in: towns also by non-agriculturists, — 
and itis om possible that in sc pg aces the establishment of town banks may usefully pre- 
cede and even assist the starting of purely agricultural societies. If in any town the people 
start a society on a co-operative basis of their own accord, it will be possible to encoura 
and help them, and to give them the benefit of official advice. But, in the opinion of the 
Government of India, it should be left to them to move in such cases ; and local officers 
should be instructed that rural societies are to be their first care. The agricultural problem 
is more serious and far more difficult to deal with than the industrial problem, and it is 
necessary that effort should be concentrated. 





. 


12. It is proposed to allow urban societies free choice in the matter of liabikity; for 
rural societies unlimited liability has been prescribed as being most suitable as a general 
rule, seeing that the real co-operation which it is desired to encourage is the utilisation of 
the combined credit for the benefit of the individual members. But cases are conceivable 
in which it may be desirable to allow a limitation of liability to members of particular rural 
societies ; if, for instance, a local magnate, whose sympathy and assistance it is important to 
secure, desires to become a member, but does not care to assume a liability which is wholly 
without limit. In such cases, the system of guarantees, the liability of each member being 
limited to the amount of his guarantee, may be usefully adopted. The Act therefore 
gives the Local Government power, by special order, to relax the rule of unlimited liability. 


13. Under the Bill as originally framed, rural societies were to be limited to agricul- 
turists—a term which it was explained was not meant to include the wealthy rent receiver— 
while urban societies were to consist of only men of small means. To these provisions it 
was objected that they excluded the very men whose aid was most important to the new 
societies. The provisions had been framed upon the supposition that the men of light and 
leading, and still more important perhaps, the men of substance, the necessity for whose 
aid and sympathy was fully recognised, would assist the societies from outside, since they 
would have nothing to gain by membership, as they would not desire to borrow. But the 
body of opinion in favour of a wider basis of membership, not only in order to extend the 
scope of these societies as widely as possible, but also to secure that diveruity of needs and 
interests which is desirable if their funds are to be utilised to the best advantage, was very 
weighty ; and all restrictions upon the class of persons who may be members have therefore 
been removed, save in so far as is necessary to preserve the two distinct types of rural and 
urban societies, the former of which will consist in the main of agriculturists, and the latter 
in the main of non-agriculturists, Local Goyernments should remember, however, that the 
object of the Act is mainly to assist small people ; and should take precautions against its 
provisions being made use of by persons for whom they were not intended. The very wide 
discretion which the Act confe:s upon the Registrar is ample to secure this end. 

14. Another condition which was imposed by the original Bill was, that members must 
be residents of the same town or neighbourhood. All the officers consulted who speak with 
any authority have insisted upon the cardinal importance of this condition, as ensuring that 
mutyal knowledge and confidence which must be the basis of all successful co-operation ; 
and it has been retained in a slightly generalised form. But it has been pointed out that 
there are communities among whose members a common organisation or common interests 
supply the place of propinquity of residence, and ensure the desired conditions. A compact 
and closely organised tribe or caste, a community such as is formed by the Natiye Christians 
attached to a particular mission, or even the employés on a given line of railway, are ins- 
tances in point. The Act, therefore, empowers the Registrar to dispense with the residence 
test where he is satisfied that this may be safely done, if the society is to be confined to the 
members of a single tribe or class or caste. 


15. As regards new members, the original Bill provided that members admitted to a 
society should be “elected by the members for the time being.” It was pointed out that it 
would often be sufficient if they were elected by the Committee ; and it has accordingly been 
provided that they shall be “admitted by the society in accordance with the provisions of 
this Act and with the bye-laws of the society”. But the selection must still be personal, and 
made by the society ; no person can claim admission upder any automatic rule; and the im- 
portant principle that the new member must be accepted by the old ones or their representa- 
tives is still maintained. 

16. The Government of India attach much importance to the appointment of a special 
officer in each province to guide and control the societies, especially in the early days of the 
movement ; and it has been provided that each Local Government may appoint a Registrar, 
who should be selected for his special qualifications, and should,” for the first few years at 
least, be constantly visiting the societies and watching their progress, rather as a friendly 
adviser than as an inspecting officer. By studying developments under various conditions, he 
will gain experience which will render him an invaluable adviser; he will know what has. 
succeeded here and what has failed there; he will be in a position to avoid the repetition of 
mistakes, to point out defects and their remedies, and to extend to one part of the country 
methods which have proved successful in another, Upon the selection of this officer the 
‘success of the experiment will very largely depend, Gradually, as experience is gained a 
the societies are able to stand alone, the fostering care of the Registrar will be les» 
required, until his duties will become purely official. _ ; 





was much criticised as having the appear 

owing, e very essence of these societies is to utilize 
glen borrowing. Tie Government of India Be Sip 
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gerous > prohibition has now been removed, but pow has been given 
to the Local Government to regulate borrowing in such manner as euietioune may show to 
_ be desirable. se ere * 


" 18. "Section to of the Act provides that loans should be admissible to members only, 

and the Government of India consider that this is a most essential restriction. The only 

“exception allowed is in the case of societies lending with the approval. of the Registrar to 
rural societies. It is desired to encourage thrift, and the most elicacious encouragement to 

the accumulation of savings is to insist that no advances shall be made except to those 

who have become members and have made a payment to the funds of the society, = “9 
* ; : ry ee 
_ 19. The original Bill included certain provisions regarding loans on the security of 
icultural uce which were very generally misunderstood. It was never intended to 

ow of advances against standing crops, than which no form of security would be more 
unsuitable for these societies. But there are some of the existing societies, and there 
doubtless will be many more in the future, which never handle money, their whole transac-— 
tions being conducted in grain. And the object of the provisions in’ question was to secure 
that agricultural produce should stand on precisely the same footing as money for all pur 
poses of subscriptions, deposits, advances, payments and recoveries, Upon further con-  ~ 
sideration of the question, it was decided that such transactions were within the ordinary 
powers of the sociéties, and that no special reference to the subject was needed in the Act. 















20. No provisions of the original Bill were more severely criticised by some, or more 
stoutly supportedsby others, than those which related to loans upon the security of jewel- 
lery and upon the mortgage of land. It had been proposed to prohibit rural societies a 
advancing money against jewels, on the ground that the’ basis upon which these soci ries 
should work was not material security, but the credit which arose from the individual - 
character and substance of their members. It was pointed out in reply that, while personal _ 
credit was undoubtedly the basis of their transactions, such things as jewels might properly 
be received as collateral security, that the custom of the country is to regard jewellery as. 
available for this purpose, and that if a member is debarred from utilising iis material credit 
to the full in borrowing from his society, there will be a danger of his using it to borrow 
from the money-lender. After full consideration of the question it was decided that while — 
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there are practical difficulties in connection with the custody and. valuation of jew an 
which might be formidable in the. case of some village societies, it would be well to.make 
distinctions, When a rural society is located in a town’ or large village, with silyersmiths _ y 


available, with a ready market at hand, and with members and officers of intelligence, it 
May safely be trusted to conduct transactions which might be dangerous in the case a ce | 
more strictly rustic association, Power has therefore been given to the Registrar to allow ean | 
any society which he thinks can safely be trusted, to advance money upon jewellery; and 
he will be able to feel his way in the matter. - 


21, The question of mortgage was still more difficult. Almost. all the considerations 
upon either side which have been referred to in the preceding paragraph apply here also, 
with the addition of others of still greater importance. On the one hand, one of the ; 
methods in which an involved cultivator can most effectively be assisted is by enabling him 
to substitute a mortgage upon reasonable for one upon exorbitant terms ; and’ a member who 
is refused the credit to which his mito d in land fairly entitles him, merely because he is 
hot allowed to hypothecate it to the society, may be driven to the money-lender for a loan 
which, had it not for the prohibition, he might have taken from the society with .ad- 
vantage to both parties. On the other hand, it is exceedingly inadvisable that these socie- 
ties should be allowed to lock up their limited capital in a form in which it is not readil Sy 

_ available ; their most useful form of business will probably be small loans for short peri th 
with prompt recoveries ; and it is above all things desirable that they should keep out of the 
law courts, The final conclusion was that loans upon mortgage should be allowedin the 
first instance ; but that the Local Government should have a to prohibit or restrict 
them, either generally or in any particular case, if it is found that interference is necessary, 

matter is one which should be very carefully watched. een 


a 22. The provisions of sections 12 and 13 of the-Act, to the effect that the number and «| 
value of shares to be held in a co-operative society by a single individual shall be strictly + 
the 
the 










and that shall not be transferable until they have been in the possession of 
Page c heel pict are of great importance. Their object is to render imposs’ble 
uisition by individuals of a predominant interest in such societies, to prevent js 







n connection with them, and to discourage those who might desire for reasons of -p 
sonal prof Ph vaieall Saempselves of the facilities given by the Act to start banks for © 
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which these societies are intended. : 


ses, and this is provided for . that such 
tthe outside public and the members more confidence in the management ; ‘and even 
-mo@inancial assistance may be received from Government, the societies will obtain 
ri under the Act, and it is reasonable that they should-at the same time be hae 3 
“to submit a accounts to some check, which must in this country take the formofan 
cial audit. ‘ \ fad 
24. In section 25 power has been taken to granticertain exemptions. b vise order. | 
- The Government of india are of opinion that co-operative credit societies should b@® exempt- 
ed from stamp duty, and also (for the present, at any rate) from income-tax. They. greets 
also to exempt them from the payment of all registration fees ; and specially of for 
searching the registers, which, in provinces where there is no record-of-rights, is the gre 
means ag i this last 



















































ascertaining the existence of encumbrances upon land. As, however, 
an exemption which might be greatly abused, the society thereby i ay information — 
free of fees-which is really required for private purposes, the Act provides for the Spee 
ofthe exemption from any particular society ; and a careful watch should be kept w 
exercise of this privilege, which should be promptly withdrawn in case.of abuse, pHa 
notifications will shortly be issued under section 25. 
25. Such are the principal provisions of the Act. But in thecourse of discussion. it 
' ‘became evident that it was impossible to frame any set of general provisions which should 
yeoyer all conceivable forms in which the principle of co-operation might usefully be applied 
for the benefit of small folk in India. For instance, among the submitted to the 
islative Council during the ing of the Bill was a letter describing an institution 
a Dharm gola,that has been ‘started in several villages of the Dinajpur district. 
The institution is one which is entirely deserving of encouragement, its objects bejng 
precisely the objects which it is desired to promote, and yet it would he difficult or impbs- 
‘ sible to bring it under the provisions of the Act. Another consideration presented itself. 
t was recognised that, in dealing with many disputed points of great difficulty, and ~ 
rding which there was little or no experience to guide the Legislature, it was impos- — 
‘to provide for all eventualities ; and that, however generally suitable the — specific 
provisions of the Act might be, there might well be special circumstances and conditions to 
Rist ‘they were unsuited. A general’section has therefore been added which provides 
thatthe Local Government may, by special order in each case, permit any association 
swhatever to be registered’ as a society under the Act, and may exempt any society thus 
‘specially registered from any of its provisions, or may modify any of those provisions in their 
, Sone Ac to any ‘such society. The position, therefore, stands as follows, Inthe body 
; “the Act have been included those provisions which it is believed will be suitable to the 
of co-operative societies that is most likely to come into existence in this country, and 
»provisions will constitute ‘the normal law, which will apply of its own force to these 
societies in general, But a Local Government will have an absolutely free hand to depart 
‘or vary them, on condition only that it does so by/special order in each case, and after 
‘consideration of the circumstances which nef the departure. Of course it is intended 
t this power should be exercised only in behalf of societies, the aims of which are conso- 
‘nant with the objects which the Act is intended to promote. But subject to this’ restriction, 
that freedom of experiment, to which the Government of India attach so much importance, 
secured in the fullest possible measure. 


_ 26, Of the matters that are left to be dealt with by executive order, the most important 
has reference to the grant of financial assistance by Government to the societies. The Gov- 
ernment of India recognise that there is a danger of obscuring the co-operative principle by 
lending them State funds, and that no societies wholly or mainly financed by ernment 
can ever attain the objects in yiew. But such advances will have a value beyond their 
mere use as capital, since they will be an earnest of the reality of the interest taken by Goy- 

t in the movement, and will, under the conditions to which it is intended to subject 
n, stimulate the thrift and self-help which should be a condition precedent to their grant; 
caw doubt whether any substantial progress will be made by rural societies in many ~ 
of the country unless such assistance is given. They therefore sanction advances to 
h societies to be made in even fifties of rupees, which will be free of interest during the 
fi ieee years after the registration of any society. But no advance should be. to 
an} Soyo e to cause the total amount advanced to and due by it to exceed the total 
amount of money subscribed and deposited or of share capital paid up by the members, or 
to exceed Rs. 2,000, With reference to the first condition, it may be explained that it 
relates only to deposits made by members, for which the society would be liable onl: 
d own members, and that in fixing the amount of State assistance in ‘the case of suc 
ties, | ts made with the society by outsiders, which in reality are loans to the 
y,-Should not,be taken into account, The object of the limitation is to encourage the 
n of funds by the members themselves, by regulating the amount of State aid accord- — 
to the amount contributed by them to the working capital of thesociety ; in other words, 
‘secure that the extent of such assistance given by the Government shal] be made ‘* 
nd-upon the amount of tbrift and effort which the members have shown, as’ evidence 
own subscriptions and deposits. It is of course possible that the striction might be 
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which would be withdrawn as soon as the loam was secure 
of India consider that the matter may safely be left to th ort 
ent. ethaps be advisable to take into account only those ‘epost ; 
‘ for a fixed term ; and in any case, it will be n for the istrar to | 
' himself, before recommending an advance in any case, that the eposits are bond’ fide. No 
id bear interest or be recoverable during the first three years 
































portion of the advances sh years 
after the registration of a society, except in the event of its being wound up ; and theréafter 
will be recoverable by annual instalments not exceeding one-tenth of the ‘advance and 
will bear interest at four per cent. The Registrar should ie empowered to suspend the 
payment of any instalment of ie on payment of the interest due, and upon suffi 
cause shown ; and such suspension should operate simply to postpone the payment of the — 
Suspended instalment and of all subsequent instalments by one instalment period. It — 
has been thought advisable to reserve the power to recover these advances summarily if. 
necessary, and provision has been made for this purpose in section 26 of the Act. 


27. Such is the general character of the action which commends itself to the Govern. 
ment of India. They recognise that it is essential to start cautiously and to progress gradu- 
ally. The whole matter is one in which we have to feel our way and to purchase our. 
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experience ; and if action on a large scale were attempted in the first instance, it is I 
that many failures might result which would fa ly discredit the principle ; while, on the 
other hand, a very few really successful instances will encourage imitation, and set an example 
which will quickly spread. While State help and su port will be needed to begin 

the object to be kept in view is to teach the people to help themselves, and we shall not have — 
succeeded unless we are eventually able to withdraw that su port. ‘The Government of 
India have already insisted upon the absolute necessity for sipelicity, if the system is to 
take root among the peasantry ; they desire further to lay stress on the necessity of reduc- 
ing restrictions to a minimum, so that ‘the people may be encouraged (subject to certain — 
necessary ee to work out the problem on their own lines, with such guidance and 
advice as can be given them. Local Governments have been addressed on the subject: and 
-in the course of the instructions which they have received as to the steps to be taken to 
bring the Act into practical operation, they have been invited to select a few districts of 
each province in hia. they think the experiment may be most hopefully tried. These 
should present some variety of conditions so as to give variety of experience, An im ne ia: 
factor in the choice will be the personal character and influence of the District Officer, and 
the probability of his remaining in charge of the district for some time to come. The immedij- 
ate charge of the infant societies, when once started, should in the opinion of the Govern- 
ment of India devolve upon the Registrar rather than upon the District Officer, But it is. me 
the latter who must give the first impulse ; he must select the places in which the = tel 

i ment is most likely to succeed ; and he must suggest to the people that they should Bai 

putting it to them as action to be taken, not by Government, but by themselves, and” air 
plaining how far and in what way Government is ready to help them. Even ‘the | “a 
society is launched, his active sympathy and 2, will always be essential, and the Re- 4a] 
gistrar will work in constant consultation with him. ‘s 


” 







28. In this manner the Government of India trust that with the co-operation of Local “¢ 


Governments the scheme may be given a fair trial, and neither suffer from the absence of _ 
that official guidance without which a successful start cannot be hoped for in this poe | 
nor be prevented by too much supervision and too many restrictions from attaining its full 1 


Ta a 


AY; 


development, They also trust to the intelligent co-operation of the more enlightened — 
sections of the community in rage an experiment which promises so much benefit to _ 
the er and more ignorant ater time for practical measures has now arrived: — 
and it is the hope of the Governor General in Council that there may be no delay in getting 
to work, . ‘ 
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ORDERED, that the above Resolution be communicated to all Local Governments and i 
Administrations, to the 
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To the Government of Madras. 


Home and Finance Depart- 
phat wiser ments, to the Foreign 
r Mg the United Provinces Department for _communi« ‘x 
” ” = Punjab, cation to the Sar Com- 4 
” oe cary missioner, Ajmer-Merwara, _ 

The paces _ ee of i a Contes! Provinces. and to the “Honourable thetiall 
. . ” ” eat sn Chief Commise Agent to the Governor 8] 
Governor an ef Co’ . . " 

rf ¢ sg aan een North-West Frontier Province. General and Chief Commis- i 


sioner, Baluchistan, and 
that it be published in the Supplement to the Gasette of Jndia. ; 
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SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Gazette of Endia. 


No. 20.3 CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1904. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS, 





A Suppcement to the Gazette or INDIA will be published from time to time, pone. | such Official Papers and 
information as the Government of India may deem to be of interest to the Public, and such as may usefully be made | 
known, The Debates of the Legislative Council of His Excellency the Governor General will in future be published in 
Parr VI of the Gazerre. 

Non-Subscribers to the Gazerre may receive the SupPLEMENT separately on a payment of five Rupees annum if 
delivered in Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The Surpiement and Parr VI of the Gasarte tes che be sub- 
scribed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post, 

No Official Orders or Noti; ations, the publication of which in the Gazerre oF INDIA is required by Law, or which 

t has been customary to ish in the Caucutra Gazerre, will be included in the Suprcement. For such Orders and 
Notifications the body of the Gazerre must be looked to, 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. ‘ 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE.AND AGRICULTURE. 


Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 a.m. on Thursday, 
the 12th May 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of 
the period. 


There has been some extension of rain and of more cloudy weather over the Peninsula, 
Burma and north-east India, during the week under review, but over central and north-west 
India there has been no important change and fine weather with excessive temperatures 
has prevailed more or less uninterruptedly. The only days on which the weather was at all 
considerably disturbed in the north-west were the 8t and 9th when a depression, which had 
passed eastward through the Punjab, broke up in the Kumaun Himalayas and thunder- 
showers were experienced over and near the north-west hills as well as in parts of Rajputana. 
The heaviest falls of rain received during this disturbed period were 1:00” at Umb and 
143” at Sonemarg in Kashmir. 


Over north-east India, including Assam, Bengal and part of Bihar, there have been 
daily thundershowers during the week. The principal falls were:— on the 6th 3°32” at 
Tezpur and 2°04” at Jalpaiguri; on the 7th 1°19” at Darbhanga and Silchar and 1°13” at 
Gorakhpur ; on the 8th 1°42” at Purnea, 1-31" at Cherra Poonjee and 1:28” at Tezpur; 
on the gth 2°02” at Jessore and 1°31” at Calcutta; on the roth 2-or” at Dibrugarh and 
1°67” at Cherra Poonjee; on the 11th 1° 5” at Gauhati and 1°58” at Chittagong ; and on 
the rath 1°42” at Calcutta, 1°25” at Burdwan and 112” at Patna. 


The above shows that daily light to moderate rain was received and that there were 
_ no heavy downpours on the hills such as characterised the rainfall of the previous week. 








In Burma showers were received daily and over the greater part of the country, but 
except for a fall of 2°45” at Diamond Island on the 12th, the amounts were generally small. 


Showers have fallen over the south of the Peninsula daily during the week, and, over 
the Deccan, on the roth, 11th and 12th, but the north of the West Coast and the south of the 
East Coast were practically rainless. The fall over the Peninsula was not generally heavy, 
but amounts exceeding 1°00” in twenty-four hours were re orted from various stations and 
at Calicut there was a fall of 2°51” on the 11th. Over the West Satpuras there was practically 
no rain during the week, but in the Central India Plateau, the East Satpuras and the north of 
the East Coast there were occasional showers which however were seldom of much importance. 


The rainfall table shows that the week’s rainfall exceeded the normal over Bengal, 
the East Sub-Himalayas, the East re Plain, the Ludhiana subdivision, the Cawnpore 
subdivision, the north division of the East Coast, the Ranchi subdivision, the Jubbulpore 
subdivision, the Central India Plateau, the Calicut subdivision, the Bellary subdivision, 
the Hyderabad subdivision, south India and the south division of the East Coast. 


The concluding columns show that the pre-mogsoon rainfall up to date has been equal 
to or has exceeded the normal over the greater of north-east India, several central 
divisions and a large part of the interior and east of the Peninsula, but has been in defect 
in the north-west and west of India. 
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8 - DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, 


VERNMENT OF INDIA. 





7th May 1904. 


Madras.—There was no rain in parts of the Deccan, the Carnatic and South Canara, but 
it was light to fair elsewhere. Irrigation supplies are insufficient in parts of Godavari, the 
Deccan, South Salem and South Canara. Ploughing, sowing and transplanting are 


~ jn progressin parts. The standing crops are generally fair. Harvests continue with fair 


to normal outturn, Pasture is scanty in parts of the Circars, the Deccan, Salem, Madura 
and South Canara, but fodder is procurable. The condition of cattle is generally good. 


- Prices are almost stationary. 


‘Bombay.—There was slight rain during the week in parts of Dharwar and Kanara, 
and very slight in parts of Ratnagiri, Bijapur and Belgaum. The standing crops have been 
damaged by locusts in parts of the Deccan, Belgaum, Ratnagiri and Kanara, and are 


generally in good condition else 


where. Harvesting of spring crops has been completed in 


Larkana and the Upper Sindh Frontier ; is nearly over in Sukkur and Ahmedabad; and is in 
progress in parts of Karachi and Kaira. Threshing is over in Ahmednagar, is almost 
completed in Broach and continues in parts of Sindh and Nasik. Cotton is slightly damaged 


by locusts in parts of Dharwar 


and by rats in parts of the Panch Mahals. Picking is 


completed in Broach ; is nearly over in Dharwar ; and is in progress in parts of Ahmedabad, 
Kaira, Surat and Baroda. Preparation of lands for next season is generally in progress. 


The fodder-supply is sufficient. 
Prices have fallen in two distric 


Agricultural stock and water-supply are generally sufficient. 
ts ; risen in three districts, and are stationary elsewhere. 


Bengal.—The rainfall during the week was general and for the most part moderately 
heavy. More rain is wanted in the districts of Burdwan and the 24-Parganas. Some 
damage to crops has been caused by hail in Malda and Palamau and by excessive rain in 
Mymensingh. Prospects are otherwise good. Scarcity of fodder and water is reported 
from a few places. The price of common rice has risen in six districts ; has fallen in four ; 
and is stationary in the remainder. 


United Provinces.—Rain 


has fallen in thirty districts accompanied by.a slight fall of 


hail in Kheri and Bahraich. Threshing and winnowing of spring crops are approaching 
completion. Irrigation and weeding of sugarcane and extra crops continue. The standing 
crops are flourishing and prospects are good. Sowing of indigo and opium weighments 
continue. Supplies are sufficient and prices are almost stationary. 


Punjab.—Slight rain has fallen in parts of Hissar, Delhi, Jullundur, Ferozepore, Lahore, 
Amritsar, Sialkot and Rawalpindi. The price of wheat shows a downward tendency. The 
prices of other food-grains are fluctuating. Harvesting and threshing of spring crops are 
in progress in all districts. Sowings of extra spring and autumn crops continue in some 
districts. The condition of extra-spring and of autumn crops is generally good. The outturn 
is below the average in Delhi and also on unirrigated lands in Hissar, otherwise the outturn 
is good. Cattle are generally in good condition throughout the Proyince. F odder is suffi- — 

cient in all districts, except in parts of Delhi. 


North-West Frontier Province—Showers fell in Kohat only during the week. 


Prospects of the standing crops 


are excellent. Harvesting of spring crops is in progress: 


Sowings of autumn crops have commenced. Stocks of food-grains and fodder are ample. 
Prices are stationary in Peshawar, but falling in Dera Ismail Khan. 


*Burma.—There was slight rain during the week which was almost general outside of 


‘the dry zone. Reaping of dry weather paddy has commenced in Thayetmyo and Bhamo 









